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le creator of Fascism defines his po¬ 
litical and social doctrines, which are 
now spreading throughout the world. 


The Doctrine of 

fascism 


By Benito Mussolini 
Translated by Jane Soames 

From the Political Quarterly 
London Quarterly 


{‘this is an authorized translation of an 
\rtide contributed by the Duce last year 
to the 14th volume of the ' Enciclopedia 
Italiana.’ References to and some quota¬ 
tions from it have appeared in the press , 
but no translation of this statement by 
Mussolini of the philosophic basis of 
Fascism has yet been published in Eng¬ 
lish— Editors, 'Political Quarterly 

1 

U 7 HEN, in the now distant March 
'' of 1919, I summoned a meeting 
at Milan through the columns of the 
Popolo d’ltalia of the surviving mem¬ 
bers of the Interventionist Party, who 
had themselves been in action, and 
who had followed me since the crea- 
Uoii of the Fascist Revolutionary 
Party (which took place in the Janu- 
ar y°f 1915), I had no specific doctri- 
na ‘ attitude in my mind. I had a living 
^periencc of one doctrine only—that 
^ Socialism, from 1903-4 to the win- 
er °i 1914, that is to say, about a 


decade. But, even though I had taken 
part in the movement first as a mem¬ 
ber of the rank and file and then later 
as a leader, I had no experience of the 
Socialist doctrine in practice. My own 
doctrine, even in this period, had al¬ 
ways been a doctrine of action. 

A unanimous, universally accepted 
theory of Socialism did not exist after 
1905, when the revisionist movement 
began in Germany under the leader¬ 
ship of Bernstein, while under pres¬ 
sure of the tendencies of the time a 
left revolutionary movement also ap¬ 
peared, which, though never getting 
further than talk in Italy, in Russian 
Socialistic circles laid the founda¬ 
tions of Bolshevism. Reformation, rev¬ 
olution, centralization—already the 

echoes of these terms are spent, while 
in the great stream of Fascism are to 
be found ideas that began with Sorel, 
with Peguy, with Lagerdelle n the 
Mouvement Socuiliste , an 
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„(■ which 

movem^ was 



r i; a n trade-union ,904-14. deceived; we must start work * 

■ VVe wa '"“ ac ' u, “"* 35 


Enrico Leones- , 9 , 9> 

.After the War, ^ doctn ne; it eX 

already dea j There remained 
nnlv as a hatrea. r ctic 


was 21 


especiujiv 

those who had < eX piate 

who must n °5 b p / 0 was 

its results, ^he / < The News- 

then ^Se vte Men and Pro- 

SS. teism'wns not the nor,- 
ling of a doctrine worked out befo 

o . . • 1 *i j o Eir»n • if WaS 


'''"’if, 

'think that they will fi nd ,. 

conductors m us, they are 

•start work * *4 

accustom the 

ing class to real and effectual i° r k- 
ship, and also to convince th. ^ 
it is no easy thing to direct an inn tl ^t 
or a commercial enterprise * tr y 

fully. • • • We shall combat ever^ 

rograde idea, technical or snir l ' 

1 -c 1 natreu. * — f , tjnn . . . When the succession to rk '* Ua '- 

istedonly possibility of a » Q f g OVern ment is open, w e m ,. esea t 
t0 neaa°ilvin Italy-reprisals^g* ^ be unwilling to fight for it. tyg* not 
SL uho had desired the make haste; when the present rfi? 

breaks down, we must be read - 
once to take its place. It i s w y , at 
have the right to the succession k° 
cause it was we who forced the co ^ 
try into the War, and led her to T' 
tory. The present method of ?0 [^: 
representation cannot suffice- we mu 
hand°wi th^detailed'elaboration; it was have a representation direct from th 
born of the need for action and was individuals concerned. It may be ob- 
from the beginning practical rather jected against this programme that it 
than theoretical; it was not merely is a return to the conception of the 
another political party but, even in corporation, but that is no matter, 
the first two years, stood in opposition . . . Therefore, I desire that this as- 
to all political parties as such and was sembly shall accept the revindication 
itself a living movement. of national trade-unionism from the 

The name that I then gave to the economic point of view/ 
organization fixed its character. And Now is it not a singular thing that 
yet, if one were to reread, in the now even on this first day in the Piazza 
dusty columns of that date, the re- San Sepolcro that word ‘corporation’ 
port 0/ the meeting in which the Fasci arose, which later, in the course of the 
ta unii di combattimento were consti- Revolution, came to express one of 
tutu, one would find there no ordered the creations of social legislation at 

IT ° C — tnne ’ but a ser ’ es t ^ e very foundation of the regime? 

aphorisms anticipations, and aspira- ■ 

•ons which when refined by time 
r e m r the ongmal ore, were destined 
n ? a - years t0 dev elop into an 

7™ ,P°' itical doc! 
of the M,. al1 Mlwn either 
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The years that preceded the March 
to Rome were years of great difficulty, 
during which the necessity for action 
did not permit of research or any 
complete elaboration of doctrine. The 
t en, battle had to be fought in the towns 
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THF. DOCTRINI 

There was much dis- 
j viH^ rCb - w | ia t was more impor- 
>"’J U more sacred-men died. 
> Cw how to die. Doctrine, 

iW., Mv defined and carefully elu- 
IX‘ 1U j with headlines and para- 
might be lacking; but here 
gr»P hs ’ k g its place, something more 
w'S s > , t0 _faith. 

il eC ' slV -n anyone who can recall the 
£ ve ” ’] u . t ime through the aid of 
eVe " tS articles, votes of congresses, 
boo* s > ‘ ^ es a f great and minor im- 
ttid s ^ ee anyone who knows how to 
P° rtanC h e, and weigh evidence, will find 
r ^ r ; h V fundamentals of doctrine 
th,1t cast during the years of con- 
' vere j t ‘ was precisely in those years 
t*”, Fascist thought armed itself, was 
fined* and began the great task of 

organization. The problem of the re- 
on between the individual citizen 
a the state; the allied problems of 
Sri,, and liberty; political a„d 
social problems as well as those spe¬ 
cifically national— a solution was be¬ 
ing sought for all these while at the 
same time the struggle against Liber¬ 
alism, Democracy, Socialism and the 
Masonic bodies was being carried on, 
contemporaneously with the ‘ puni- 
tive expedition.’ 

But, since there was inevitably 
some lack of system, the adversaries 
of Fascism have disingenuously de¬ 
nied that it had any capacity to pro¬ 
duce a doctrine of its own, though 
that doctrine was growing and taking 
shape under their very eyes, even 
though tumultuously, first, as happens 
to all ideas in their beginnings, in the 
aspect of a violent and dogmatic 
ne gation, and then in the aspect of 
positive construction that found its 
realization in the laws and institu- 
tions of the regime as enacted suc- 


• OF FASCISM 

'S” ly in "" ”“* •»*. 

vidual ".“.‘l,”"; 1 * 1 ’ 

sense upon itself lnr i ln ^ lts critlca ^ 

,e and upon which, therefore ; r 
can act m the face of all p 
practical or intellectual, which con 
front the world. 

ir mn ■‘l b ° Ve aU fascism, the more 
1n ? ? der , s an , d observes the future 
and the development of humanity 
quite apart from political consider- 
tions of the moment, believes in nei¬ 
ther the possibility nor the utility 
ot perpetual peace. It thus repudiates 
the doctrine of pacifism—born of a 
renunciation of the struggle and an 
act of cowardice in the face of sacri¬ 
fice. War alone brings up to its high¬ 
est tension all human energy and puts 
the stamp of nobility upon the peo¬ 
ples who have the courage to meet it. 
All other trials are substitutes that 
never really put men into the posi¬ 
tion where they have to make the 
great decision—the alternative of life 
or death. Thus a doctrine that is 
founded upon this harmful postulate 
of peace is hostile to Fascism. And 
thus hostile to the spirit of Fascism, 
though accepted for what use they 
can be in dealing with particular po¬ 
litical situations, are all the mte™a- 
tional leagues and societies, which, 
as history will show, can be scattered 
to the winds when once strong na 
tional feeling is aroused by any motive 
-sentimental, ideal, or pracdcaL 
This anti-pacifist spirit is ca d by 
Fascism even into the 
inSual; .he proud mo.to of .he 
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Squadrista, 


THE LI vim* 


squaar^, '^^JZnd, i^ot "nty 

the bandage hiIoso phy, not on y 
an act of stoic ph g caJ doctrine; 
the summary ot a f nlb at, the 

^ arts 


acceptation of the "“f life for ■■■'-- - — nav e liJM 

implies, and a new J■ V life portance no one can deny; C> 

jtalv. Thus the Fascis n h ; / 0 f and these factors are sufficient to th »t 
and loves it, knowing g the history of humanity exclJ Xplain 

Anisine suicide; rathe does ne y txcl n . 


the various social groups a 
change and development in ?h W tL 
and instruments of produr f ; mc »n, 
the changes in the ccon^'l'i 
new discoveries of raw mate ' 1 l<1 ^ 
methods of working them S ’ n<: * 

inventions of science—have 

tsnrHnrp nn nnp ow j 


despising suicide; rathci d °^ s ^ d others is an absurd delusion a " 
ceive of life as duty andstrugg nQw and al believes iA 

-nouest, life that should be htgh-an , ^ ^ ^ m hol in ^ 

Hons influenced hv nn £ *_ac. 


Sq^rfife that ihookl be high ana 
full lived for ones self, but a 
for others— those who are at hand, 
and those who are far distant, 
temporaries, and those who will come 

^This ‘demographic’ policy ot the 
regime is the result of the above 
premise. Thus the Fascist loves in 
1 ’ neighbor, but this 


actual 


nei 


- . o. 7 —*■ tu sav n 

tions influenced by no economic 
tive, direct or indirect. 

And if the economic concepti 
history be denied, according to whit 
theory men are no more than pup Jr 
carried to and fro by the wavisof 
chance while the real directing force 
are quite out of their control, it follow! 

fb n t t- h n oviofonno ^ C n 1 


nei 


ual fact his neighbor, but this are quite out of their control, it folio, 
neighbor’ is not merely a vague and that the existence of an unchangeab 
undefined concept, this love for one’s and unchanging class war is also d 


idefined concept, this love for one s ana unenanging class war is also d 
..cighbor puts no obstacle in the way nied—the natural progeny of the ec 
of necessary educational severity, and nomic conception of history. An 
still less to differentiation of status above all Fascism denies that cla; 


and to physical distance. Fascism re¬ 
pudiates any universal embrace, and 
in order to live worthily in the com¬ 
munity of civilized peoples watches 

It'S fAntprunarnriPp unf-K inniLni. ^ „ 


-- nia l uai 

war can be the preponderant force i 
the transformation of society. 

These two fundamental concepts 
Socialism being thus refuted, nothii 

M-f.-fl.L .. J_^ .1 • 


mumc) or civnizea peoples watches socialism being thus refuted, noth 
its contemporaries with vigilant eyes, is left of it but the sentimental aspi 
ta-es good note of their state of mind tion—as old as humanity itself— 
and, in the changing trend of their 
interests, does not allow itself to be 
deceived by temporary and fallacious 
appearances. 


Ill 


Fascism ?h “ nce P, tion of Ufe makes 

doctrine rh.T P “c° Pp0site of '•>« 
ctrine the base of so-called scion 

tlriaS Ma ™ an Socia lism, the ma- 

cordingJwhTcKeh^ hiSt °/ y> ac ' 

civilizatinJ ™ C } history D f hum* 


civilization can I , ry ° f human 
through the conflict trfintereatg among 


ward a social convention in whi 
the sorrows and sufferings of the hui 
blest shall be alleviated. But hf 
again Fascism repudiates the conce 
tion of ‘economic’ happiness, to 
realized by Socialism and, as it we: 
at a given moment in economic ev 
lution to assure to everyone the ma: 
mum of well-being. Fascism deni 
the materialist conception of hap] 
ness as a possibility, and abandons 
to its inventors, the economists of t 
first half of the nineteenth centur 
that is to say, Fascism denies t 
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K S iVT* by an absol « C standard 
but that they represent forms in which 
the evolution political, historical, tra¬ 
ditional, or psychological—of a par . 
ticular country has expressed itself 
l< ascism supersedes the antithesis' 
monarchism or republicanism, while 
democracy still tarries beneath the 
domination of this idea, forever point- 
s cjalism, Fascism combats ing out the insufficiency of the first 
Aft er , corn plex system of demo- and forever praising thesecond as the 
the. • Oology, and repudiates it, perfect regime. To-day, it can be seen 
critic lde ^theoretical premises or that there are republics innately re- 

vhether m 1 • - — 


, fhe equation, well-being 
,MitV ° f ; n< . ss which would re- 
>' ha C the level of annuals, 
f. e me* 1 c „ ridns only—to be fat 
ring Jj^Land would thus degrade 
> vellf t o a purely physical ex- 

(ion’ 3nlt) 

iste flCe ' IV 


~r*JZ** *PP lic “ tio "' r L asc ! sm 

ln ' Sat the majority, by the sim- 
denies o mninrifv. rat 


f c that it » a majority, can 
:-i human society; it denies that 
‘mbers alone can govern by means 

^periodical consultation, and ^it 


. .. . IV. O WUlilLU V IC- 

actionary and absolutist, and also 
monarchies that incorporate the most 
ardent social and political hopes of 
the future. 


‘ Reason and science,’ says Renan 
. .. ca j (one of the inspired pre-Fascists) in 

“ immutable, beneficial, and his philosophical meditations, ‘are 
fir Ti inpoualitv of mankind, which products of humanity, but to expect 
ultW '" \ e permanently leveled reason as a direct product of the peo- 

ne . ... . . ,t . mp- pl e an d a direct result of their action 

is to deceive one’s self by a chimera. 

It is not necessary for the existence 
of reason that everybody should un¬ 
derstand it. And, in any case, if such 
a decimation of truth were necessary, 
it could not be achieved in a low-class 
democracy, which seems as though 
it must of its very nature extinguish 

t it°is ruled by many kings, more society^exists sofely through 

solute, tyrannical, and ruinous than cip ^ and the personal hb- 

e sole king, even though a tyrant. th individuals of which it 

This explains why Fascism having ? rt y ° , does not appear to be 

st m 1922 (for reasons of expedi- is c 1 t jj C plans of nature, 

cy) assumed an attitude tending con orma > . . s t he race alone 

ward republicanism, renounced this m w ,(,se t-ten into consideration, 
'int of view before the March to seems to ^ sacr ificed to it. 

ome, being convinced that the ques- an C16 1 .q be feared that the last 

5 , n of political form is not to-day of It is g re . ^ conception of democ- 

ime importance; and, after having stage ° . j m ust hasten to >( P 01 ^ 

udied the examples of monarchies rac T • term “democracy m Y 

id republics past and present, reached out d ; n various ways) w ° 

« that monarchism and be ' Mer ? “ % of society m wh.ch 

KtMicanism are not to be judged, end in a cond.t 


an never De pci «*»**»-.* v V 
hroueh the mere operation of a me- 
hanical process such as universal 
uffraee. The democratic regime may 
iedefined as from time to time giving 
he people the illusion ol sovereignty, 
phile the real, effective sovereignty 
ies in the hands of other, concealed 
ind irresponsible forces. Democracy 
sa regime nominally without a king, 
iut it is ruled by many kings, more 








» dtg»«“'but Ul the» ,isfac n 

mocracy, „,lity dressed Mt 

truth of PP r c0 Hective irrcsponsibil- 
in the garb ^ ‘happiness and 

ity, and the my jf democracy 

indefi be t c e onc 0 eKedm diverse focm*,- 

self down as ‘an organized, centra 
ized, and authoritative democracy. 


Fascism has taken up an attitude of 
complete opposition to the doctrines 
of Liberalism, both in the political 
field and in the field of economics. 
There should be no undue exaggera¬ 
tion (simply with the object of im¬ 
mediate success in controversy) of the 
importance of Liberalism in the last 
century, nor should what was but one 
among many theories that appeared 
in that period be put forward as a 
religion for humanity for all. time, 
present and to come. Liberalism flour¬ 
ished only for half a century. It was 
born in 1830 in reaction against the 
Holy Alliance, which had been formed 
with the object of diverting the des¬ 
tinies of Europe back to the period 
Wore .789, and ,h e highest point of 

«en“p£?re aS the F? ,S * S - wh '" 
even Bius IX was a Liberal. 

immediately after that date it be 
J ar an d hope, the following 

tragedy 4 The' l R l ^Kr ^ arlcness and 

g y - lhe Republic of Rome was 


year Marx launched the Sa Ht: 

Socialist religion, the famous r 1 * 1 ' 
/list Manifesto. In 1851 Nap 0 l T** 1 ' 1 ' 
carried out his far from lib er e ? n 1,1 

d’St at and reigned in France urn! C °' ,p 
when he was deposed by a ’ l8 7 o, 
movement as the consequence 
military defeat that must be Co °’ a 
as one of the most decisive in u- Unted 
The victor was Bismarck, who kyl 
nothing of the religion of libem^" 
the prophets by which that faith w** 
revealed. 

And it is symptomatic that such, 
highly civilized people as the Get 
mans were completely ignorant of the 
religion of liberty during the whole of 
the nineteenth century. It was noth¬ 
ing but a parenthesis, represented by 
that body which has been called‘the 
ridiculous Parliament of Frankfurt,’ 
which lasted only for a short period. 
Germany attained her national unity 
quite outside the doctrine of Liberal¬ 
ism,—a doctrine that seems entirely 
foreign to the German mind, a mind 
essentially monarchic,—while Liber¬ 
alism is the logical and, indeed, his¬ 
torical forerunner of anarchy. The 
stages in the achievement of German 
unity are the three wars of 1864,1866, 
and 1870, which were guided by such 
‘Liberals' as Von Moltke and Bis¬ 
marck. 

As for Italian unity, its debt to 
Liberalism is completely inferior in 
contrast to that which it owes to t e 
work of Mazzini and Garibaldi, w ° 
were not Liberals. Had it not 
the intervention of the anti-Li t . . 
Napoleon, we should not haveJ\ 1D 0 f 
Lombardy; and without the he p 
the again anti-Liberal Bism arc ,j c 
Sadowa and Sedan it is very p r0 
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Liberal century. We do not desire 
o turn back; Fascism has not chosen 
c Maistre for its high priest. Abso¬ 
lute monarchy has been and can never 
return, any more than blind accept¬ 
ance of ecclesiastical authority. 

So too the privileges of the feudal 
system 1 have been,’ and the division 
of society into castes impenetrable 
from outside, and with no intercom¬ 
munication among themselves; the 
Fascist conception of authority has 
nothing to do with such a polity. 

A party that entirely governs a nation 
is a fact entirely new to history; there 
are no possible references or parallels. 
Fascism uses in its construction what¬ 
ever elements in the Liberal, Socialist, 
or Democratic doctrines still have a 
living value; it maintains what may 
be called the certainties that we owe 
to history, but it rejects all the rest— 
that is to say, the conception that 
there can be any doctrine of unques¬ 
tioned efficacy for all times and all 
peoples. 

Granted that the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury was the century of Socialism, 
of Liberalism, and of Democracy, it 
does not necessarily follow that the 
twentieth century must also be a 
century of Socialism, Liberalism, and 
Democracy. Political doctrines pass, 
but humanity remains, an 1 V 
rather be expected that this wi 

But the Fascist negation of Social- nifying in be the century 

Democracy and Liberalism must P^ ctx( : • • m an d hence the century 
^ be taken to mean that Fascism ofa perfectly logical 
«ires to lead the world back to the of the st & neW doc tnne can 

:ate of affairs before 1789, the date de uc st jH vital elements 

'Wch seems to be indicated as the uti doc trines. 
pening years of the succeeding semi- prev 


, u never have gained the 
ut^ esh r Venice in 1866 or been 
°[ Rome in 1870. From 1.870 
Ct° ente oe dod began during which 
,qi 4 « P [ high priests of the reh- 
l ° J th e ve ^ e s had to recognize the 
theW^Znaht 0 f their faith— 
by the decadence of 

d^/and atavism m practice- 
ter» tur£ v nationalism, futurism, 

that . 15 t0 . 

pascisi«- , t jberalism, after having 

Thee kted f an infinity of Gordian 
jccuniul&t unt ie t h em the 
knots, tne of - t]ie World War—and 
sl^fs a °y religion demanded of its 
neve • such a monstrous sacrifice. 
votan es s j ds were athirst 

"VVday. .he Lib. 

f °d aithmust shut the doors of its 
e S temples, deserted because 
Kopies of the world realize that 

f s worship-agnostic in the field of 

lts nmics and indifferent in the held 
^politics and morals— will lead, as it 
has already led, to certain ruin. In 
addition to this, let it be pointed out 
that all the political hopes of the pres- 
ent day are anti-Liberal, and it is 
therefore supremely ridiculous to try 
to classify this sole creed as outside 
the judgment of history, as though 
history were a hunting ground re¬ 
served for the professors of Liberalism 
alone—as though Liberalism were the 
final, unalterable verdict of civiliza¬ 
tion. 

VI 







~ 4 f Fascism is the 

The foundation £ charac ter, 

conception of the Fasc ism con¬ 

ics duty, an d lC ® an absolute, u 
ceives of the state a u (| ^^duals 


c elves of the .^^llindividuals 

comparison wth whicn^ ^ fo be 

or groups are relat i on to the 

conceived of m ^ fhe liberal 

state. The concep ^ directing force, 

lS The plaV and development, 

rt'ma uM ■ Jd spiritual. 0 * » col- 

S!»s" e »it“ 0 '' ,he ,<! ther lwn<1 ’ 

d" Fascisr state is itself conscious, 
and has itself a will and a personallyy. 
Thus it may be called the ethic 

▼ * ^ i. i.U a ri \7i 


of the people, as i t h as 
through the centuries i n i a 8r ° w n u 
customs, and in faith. And k I 
is not only a living reali^S 
present; it is also li nked > of ^ 
past and above all with t J r ^ 

and, thus transcending t u 
limits of individual lif Cj i t r e l>rief 
the immanent spirit of the Pre$ ^ nts 
The forms in which states natl0, >' 
themselves may change, but 
sity for such forms is eternal enects ' 
‘It is the state that educates • 


citizens in civic virtue, givesThT ltS 


:es 

eni ^ 


fhus it may oe loucu ^ 
tate. In 1929, at the first five-yearly 
ssembly of the Fascist regime, 1 
a _* 


id:— 

‘For us Fascists, the state is not 
erely a guardian, preoccupied solely 
th the duty of assuring the personal 
fety of the citizens; nor is it an 
janization with purely material 
ns, such as to guarantee a certain 
el of well-being and peaceful con- 
ions of life; for a mere council of 
ninistration would be sufficient 
realize such objects. Nor is it a 
*ely political creation, divorced 
““" L l e x 


ly political creation, divorc< 
all contact with the comph 
rial reality that makes up the 
>f the individual and the life of 
•eople as a whole. 
u 2 state, as conceived of and as 
\°y Fascism, is a spiritual and 


, y is a spiritual and 

fact in itself, since its political, 
al, and economic organization 
nation is a concrete thing; and 
n a ° r 8 ani2 f tion must be in its 

and development a manifesta- 
f the spirit. The state is the 

temal b ° th interna l 

ternal, but it is also the cus 

d transmitter of the spirit 


consciousness of their mission 6 
welds them into unity, harmoni? 
their various interests through j 8 
tice, and transmitting to future g 
erations the mental conquests of 
science, of art, of law, and the soli 
daritv of humanity. It leads men f rom 
primitive tribal life to that highest 
expression of human power which is 
empire; it links up through the cen¬ 
turies the names of those of its mem¬ 
bers who have died for its existence 
and in obedience to its laws; it holds 
up the memory of the leaders who have 
increased its territory and the geniuses 
who have illumined it with glory as an 
example to be followed by future 
generations. When the conception of 
the state declines, and disunifying 
and centrifugal tendencies prevail, 
whether of individuals or of particular 
groups, the nations where such phe¬ 
nomena appear are in their decline. 


VII 


From 1929 until to-day evolutioi 
both political and economic, *)* 
everywhere gone to prove the validit 
of these doctrinal premises. Of 
gigantic importance is the state, 
is the force that alone can provi e 







t ] ie dramatic contradic- 
capitalism, and that state of 
Lis °' C h ^h we call the crisis can 
M S 1? with only by the state, as 
be ck 3|C her states. 
bd' veen js the shade of J ules Simon, 
Whe f e dawn Q f Liberalism pro¬ 
wls ( .| iat ‘the state must labor 
Jai'” e . d itse lf unnecessary, and pre- 
t o lTl8 f e wa y for its own dismissal’? 
P are rtfcCulloch, who, in the second 
° r - f the last century, affirmed that 
h tate must guard against the 
the s ‘ Q f governing too much? What 
the Englishman, Bentham, 
to-day to the continual and 
•^ Mtabh invoked intervention of the 
ineVI in the sphere of economics,. 


THE ^CTRINE OF FASCISM 
industry; and 


fH 3 l 


forces order, discipline^' f cld «*- 
t° that which is the d e ’w d '° bedie *« 

« )de of the country F a ? mCdmora ' 

the state to be a Clsm desires 

body, at the sam e G^ d ° r e aa ‘>c 
upon broad and nom.u re Posm g 
Fascist state has P dr SU ? P ° rt ‘ 

even th P . drawn into itself 

en the economic activities nf l 

by itrxrss 

every aspect of the national life and 
includes, framed in their respective 
organizations, all the political, eco¬ 
nomic, and spiritual forces of the 
nation. 


while according to his theories in- 
should ask no more of the 


A state that reposes upon the sup- 


- - upv.ni UlC Sup- 

port of millions of individuals who 
recognize its authority, are contin- 


dllStry W*”**"* -- m ° re ^ - -©- *>■“ -uuiuuiji, oic cun 

state than to be left in peace? Or the ually conscious of its power, and are 
German, Humboldt, according to ready at once to serve it is not the 
ivhom the ‘lazy’ state should be old tyrannical state of mediteval 
considered the best? It is true that the lords nor has it anything in common 
second wave of Liberal economists with the absolute governments either 


were less extreme than the first, and 
Adam Smith himself opened the door 
—if only very cautiously—which 
leads to state intervention in the eco¬ 
nomic field, but whoever says ‘ Liberal¬ 
ism’ implies individualism, and who¬ 
ever says ‘Fascism’ implies the state. 

Yet the Fascist state is unique, and 


before or after 1789. The individual 
in the Fascist state is not annulled 
but rather multiplied, just in the 
same way that a soldier in a regiment 
is not diminished but rather increased 
by the number of his comrades. The 
Fascist state organizes the nation, 
but leaves a sufficient margin of lib- 


let the fascist state is unique, anu uuu - - . 

- or ‘g inal creation. 11 is not reaction- erty _ to the in »v‘du > 

>ry, but revolutionary, in that tt deprived of u*lj» £J> wha ’ 
anticipates the solution of the univer- harmful deciding power in this 

aal political problems that elsewhere is essentia , individual, 

Have to be settled in the political question cannot be the 
field by the rivalry of parties, the but the sta e 
excessive power of the parliamentary 

rpcri m — 3 .1 • * 112 f 


re gime, and the irresponsibility ol 
Political assemblies; while it meets the 
Problems of the economic field by a 
system of syndicalism that is con- 
uaually increasing in importance, as 
muca the sphere of labor as of 


VIII 


The Fascist: state is 0 r 

to the fact o re ig» 0S j t j V e faith 
“b'hclolicism. The 

which 


not indifferent 


is 





the living age 
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relipo" “ Sdoo. of the spin ° 

deepest man.tesuu _ n j y respected but 

man; thus u ! s n ° ed . The Fascist 

defended and pro ect ^ , ts 

State God Ts a one moment Robes^ 

• t h vSn?;“S”.o obliter«’. religion 
femthe hearts of men as does Bol- 


hearts or men - 

shevism. Fascism respects the God 


heroes, ^tnd^equally God as he is Italy in the twentieth 
perceived and worshiped by simple would oppose it by recalling th ’ 1 

people. . . .. , wom 'Geology of the nineteenth ^ 

The Fascist state is an embodied tury—repudiated wheresoever th 
will to power and government; the has been the courage to underta? 
Roman tradition is here an ideal of great experiments of social and nl 
force in action. According to Fascism, litical transformation; for never befo 
government is a thing to be expressed has the nation stood more in need ol 
not so much in territorial or military authority, of direction, and of order, 


rn - 

the saints, and the 


and the aspirations of a 
the people of Italy, w ho P >'Mii 
again after many centuri % 
-ment and foreign servitude ° f *0 
But empire demands * di . 
the coordination of all f orf J Sc >plir, t 
deeply felt sense of d utv at >d i 
hce. This fact explains man? ^ 
of the practical working of t K asp< *t<, 
the character of many forc- 8 ^ 
state, and the necessarily*‘ n ^ 
measures that must be tak * SeVer e 
those who would oppose th' aga,nst 
taneous and inevitable movtL^ 
Italy in the twentieth 


- 1 i 1 1 y age has its own character¬ 
istic doctrine, there are a thousand 
signs that point to Fascism as the 
characteristic doctrine of our time. 
For—if a doctrine must be a living 


terms as in terms of morality and the 
spirit. It must be thought of as an 
empire—that is to say a nation that 
directly or indirectly rules other 

nations, without the need for con- .. 1UUSL uc um 

quering a single square yard of terri- thing—this is proved by the fact tha 

tory. For Fascism the growth of Fascism has created a living fait! 
empire, that is to say the expansion and that this faith is very powerfi 
0 tie nation, is an essential manifesta- in the minds of men is demonstrate 
tion of vitality, and its opposite a sign 
of decadence. Peoples that are rising 
or rising again after a period of deca- 
dence, are always imperialist; any 
renuncation ,s a sign 0 f decay and of 

adanted <. SC1Sm ’ S tHe doctrine best 
adapted to represent the tendencies 


by those who have suffered and die< 

for it. 

Fascism has henceforth in the work 
the universality of all those doctrine 
which, in realizing themselves, havi 
represented a stage in the history® 
the human spirit. 





